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OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY RYAN PATCHIN 


French-Fried Finances 


I was 14 years old when I had my first job 
interview. Eighth grade was wrapping up and I 
was looking for a way to secure a steady stream 
of stimulation for the summer. The interview 
was in the next town over; my dad gave me a 
ride. 

My goal for the summer was to be hired by 
Valleyfair, the “family amusement park." My age 
limited my options: food or games. I went the 
food route because I knew I didn't have the cha- 
risma of games guy. Food was a lifestyle I could 
live up to. 

I got the job. It came with two dark green, 
polo-style shirts and navy blue shorts with a 
matching belt. The laundry desk would have a 
washed, slightly oversized uniform ready for me 
each day. My bright red name tag notified other 
workers that I was under 16—and probably re- 
quired as much supervision as I offered. Fryar 
Tucks had themselves a new cashier. 

And I had my summer. I worked six hour 
shifts, five days per week—that's what the state 
allowed for workers under 16 years old at the 
time. I earned $6.60/hour, plus $1/hour bonus 
to be paid out at the end of the summer. /f you 
made it to the end of the summer. I ran the reg- 


ister, I served the tasty French fries—I made 
friends and I chased crushes. 

It was an immersive experience. I felt like I 
was part of something and I always left exhaust- 
ed and smelly. I had this pseudo-summer-family 
unit that I genuinely didn't want to let down. 
Valleyfair would spend the off-season recruiting 
summer workers from countries in Eastern Eu- 
rope and South America, so there was often a 
language barrier in our tiny, sweaty food shack. 
Didn't matter; we were fry family. 

The summer was marked in milestones: 
the incrementally-released friend's passes, late- 
night employee events in the park, and the end 
of summer bonus—which I received. The late 
nights and sticky hands added up to an unfor- 
gettable experience that I couldn't wait to repeat 
the next summer. 

In January of 2001, I received a letter from 
Valleyfair. It was sent to my mom's house and 
it was in a different, larger envelope than those 
that contained my paychecks. I was hoping for a 
larger paycheck, but what I got was my very first 
W-2. My first lesson in filing taxes came shortly 
after, courtesy of my stepdad. And what came 
next was truly magical: seemingly free money, 


in the form of a refund, delivered to my home's 
mailbox. I was mid-winter wealthy. 

That $180 windfall planted a seed in me. Even 
though it seemed like I was alone during those late 
nights of scrubbing and mopping and washing—I 
wasn't. Someone was keeping track of each hour; 
they were tracking every dollar earned. And they 
seemed grateful for my efforts. 

I started feeling like every hour worked was 
an hour toward the greater good. Taxes were 
funds that were never going to find their way 
to my pocket, I learned that early on. With that 
expectation in place, I was sort of proud to see 
how much had accumulated. I had skin in the 
game; now I could complain about potholes and 
the national debt. 

I'm positive I'd be depressed by how quick- 
ly my annual contribution is blown through. 
A year's effort is maybe worth a city block of 
ice-melt. Or new turnout gear for a single fire- 
fighter. It counts though, and it adds up. All the 
blocks get plowed and the fire department has 
adequate gear. We did that. Collectively. 

Imay have looked like a lanky dingbat flailing 
about a pint-sized fry shack, but I was a piece of 
the puzzle. I was a cog in the machine. li 


БА 
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OUR LAVENDER 


AWORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Ratiocination or Lizard Hind-Brain: What's Your Pleasure? 


In 1374, along the Rhine valley, hundreds 
of townsfolk danced compulsively-non-stop, 
for days-to exhaustion, even death. The mania 
spread to north-eastern France and the Nether- 
lands, persisted for several months, subsided, 
then burst out again in 1518. 

In 1491, several nuns in the Spanish Nether- 
lands became possessed, meowing and climbing 
trees like cats. The mania spread from Rome to 
Paris, with similar distressing behaviors. 

The years 1692-93 saw our own Salem witch 
trials. Two young girls manifested bizarre physi- 
cal symptoms, were soon joined by other afflicted 
women; they accused more than 200 others (out 
of a population of 550). Thirty were found guilty, 
nineteen hanged. 

All accounts show manias to be all-consum- 
ing, open neither to discourse nor humor. Suc- 
cumb. We look now to be crafting our own 21st 
century conspiracy/delusion manias for future 
history books. Through the widest, fastest infor- 
mation dissemination the world has ever known, 
specious allegations daily sow seeds of plots and 
Schemes from cryptic cabals. Accusations that 
allow for no discussion or rebuttal, and contra- 


dictory "facts" which believers have no problem 
accepting, i.e., "Bin Laden was dead before Seal 
Team 6 got to him,” and, “Bin Laden is still alive." 

When I was little, I believed Walt Disney him- 
self created everything I saw in my Walt Disney's 
Comics and Stories comics. Later, much as I loved 
Stuart Little or Kenneth Grahame's riverine deni- 
zens messing about in boats, I knew they weren't 
"real," like our dogs, Susie and Cherie. 

When my seventh-grade teacher read to us 
from Will Cuppy's The Decline and Fall of Practi- 
cally Everybody, a lightbulb went on: I had discov- 
ered satire. At the library, I found a trove of this 
humor, including Sellar and Yeatman's 1066 and 
All That, and Thorne Smith's delightfully racy 
(for a thirteen-year-old) The Nightlife of the Gods. 

In MAD, my suspicions of adult behavior were 
confirmed, while in The Martian Chronicles I ab- 
sorbed Bradbury's space parables-not reality, 
but a way to read human behavior. In college, I 
discovered Roman playwright Plautus's satirical 
comedies, written two hundred years BC, that 
were still treading the boards through Broadway's 
transmogrative A Funny Thing Happened on the 
Way to the Forum and The Boys from Syracuse. 


As a kid I knew human mothers didn't birth 
mouse babies, and I knew that moles, rats, bad- 
gers, and toads didn't gather for tea, but a 2013 
Atlantic piece questionnaire shows that a good 12 
million Americans believe lizard people control 
politics. Stunningly, in 2021, we've added, "Jews 
in space lasers start forest fires." 

There's no single answer to the “Why?” or 
“How?” of these beliefs. Mental aberrations? Ac- 
tual belief in “Lizard Men" or the cold intent to 
instill fear and enmesh neophytes? Seeking stabil- 
ity in a changing, frightening world, or calculat- 
ing a cover for venting their rage on the perceived 
enemy? 

Whatever the impetus, chaos, rampage, and 
random killing isn't the answer. Stealing a lec- 
tern; posturing, feet gouging another's desk, 
have no aim, mere yieldings to emotion with- 
out any effort toward reasoned solutions to the 
country's problems. The woman who rioted, 
was arrested, then obtained the judge's permis- 
sion to go her pre-January 6 planned vacation; 
the judge who smiled and sent her off to Mexi- 
co? They both illustrate glaring faults that must 
be addressed. E 
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OUR LAVENDER 


COMMUNITY | BY RYAN PATCHIN 


Lavender's 2021 Pride Edition 
Cover Contest 


An acquaintance? A relative? Maybe it’s you...If you or someone you 
know deserves to be the face of Pride in the Twin Cities, and grace the cover 
of Lavender’s Pride issue, we want to know! 

Tell us why your candidate qualifies to be featured in Lavender. How has 
this person gone above and beyond to serve others? What innovations has 
this individual brought to light? Whatever the reason, Lavender is committed 
to the search; all submissions will be considered. 

Voting opens April 8 and runs through April 22. Lavender will announce 
the winner on April 23, 2021. Visit www.lavendermagazine.com/pridecover 
to submit an entry. 

The contest winner will appear as the cover model for Lavender’s 2021 
Pride Edition. The 2021 Pride Edition will also include a feature article 
highlighting the contest winner. The winner will receive $500 worth of gift 
cards to community restaurants and retail businesses. H 


Lavender's 2021 Community Awards 


Do you know an individual, an organization, or a company that has 

done great work for the LGBTQ+ community in the past year? Maybe it’s a 

neighbor that you've noticed has done some community organizing. Perhaps 

you work for a company that has some excellent equality policies. Whatever 

the case, we want to hear about it! E / 
'The past year has been especially tough, leaving a lot of people with N 

newfound insecurities, or seemingly insurmountable hurdles. If someone in 

your life has made an impactful difference for you or others, here's a chance — 


to thank them—we'd love to shout them out! 
You can submit a nominee in the following four categories: LGBTQ+ / 


(Individual), Ally, Organization, Small Business, or Corporation. 
Lavender will accept nominations until April 9. Honorees will be featured 
in Lavenders June 17, 2021 issue. To nominate a person or organization, 
head to www.lavendermagazine.com/communityawards. Ё | 
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Visit LavenderMagazine.com/pridecover to nominate someone. 


OUR SCENE 


ARTS & GULTURE | COMING ATTRACTIONS | BY BRETT BURGER 


STREAMING WARS: 


When we think of streaming, many of us 
first think of the OG content creator being 
Netflix. People think of Netflix when they 
think of new shows, especially because they 
were one of the first to start creating these 
original content shows. They’ve even won nu- 
merous, prestigious awards including Gold- 
en Globes, Emmys, and Academy Awards. 


HULU 


However don’t count the others out just yet. 
Hulu has entered the ring as a challenger to 
Netflix. 


PEN15 


Im purposely putting this one on the top 
because if you only watch one show from this 
list, it has to be PEN15. Starring Maya Erkine 


and Anna Konkle, who also created the series, 
РЕМ15 transports us back to the embarrassing 
times of Middle School. The duo play versions 
of themselves as 13-year-old misfits in the year 
2000. Everything from the awkward fashion 
trends to horrifying moments of gym class, it's 
all there to be relieved over and over again. 
While it's incredibly funny, what I love about 
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Continued on page 14 


* Uptown Fitness is open and 
training members in person again. 


* We have always specialized in 
small group training. Our maximum 
of 4 members with a coach still 
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* We have the procedures and 
protocols in place to be the safest, 
best and most results-oriented 
gym around 


* We're about serving the community. 
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racism and hate have no place 

in this world. 
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BY BRETT BURGER 


\ 


3 


/ 


Elisabeth Moss arrives for the The Handmaid's Tale FYC Phase 2 Event. Photo courtesy 
of BigStock/DFree 


this show is that it's *middle school as it really happened." It's not like 
Riverdale, where they are supposed to be 16 years old but have an insane 
six-pack. Minus Erkine and Konkle, all the other characters are actually 
13-year-old actors, which makes it even more realistic and hilarious. 


THE HANDMAID'S TALE 


Arguably the drama and original content series that put Hulu on the 
map is The Handmaid's Tale. Based on the 1985 novel of the same name 
by Margaret Atwood, this dystopian tragedy takes place in the future 
where fertility rates have collapsed. A new, totalitarian government has 
taken over the United States after a civil war. Some women specifically 
aren't allowed to own land, handle their own money or even read. How- 
ever the worst of it is that fertile women are held as “Handmaids” where 
they are forced to bear children for the elite leader's wives. 

NOTE: This show can be triggering for sexual assault survivors— 
please watch with caution. There are some heavy themes that happen 


in this show and really is not for the faint of 
heart. It's dark but the performances by Elisa- 
beth Moss and Ann Dowd should be studied in 
masterclasses. 


MRS. AMERICA 


Released during this past election year, 
this American historical drama is based on 
true events. Technically it was produced by 
FX but premiered on both FX and Hulu. It de- 
tails the political movement to pass the Equal 
Rights Amendment in the 70s along with the 
unexpected backlash it received from conser- 
vative activist Phyllis Schlafy. While the story 
is important, the line up of actresses they have 
in this show is just unreal. Cate Blanchett as 
Schlafy, Rose Byrne as Gloria Steinem, Uzo 
Aduba as Shirley Chisholm and Margo Mar- 
tindale as Bella Abzug make this show. Other 
notable performances include Elizabeth Banks 
and Sarah Paulson. 


SHRILL 


I always get nervous when my favorite 
people on SNL start branching out. While 
I'm happy for them, it's no surprise that many 
people leave SNL and then fail and ultimately 
fade away; however, that is certainly not the 
case with Aidy Bryant. Bryant is still on SNL 
and also slaying іп Shrill, a comedy based on 
a book by Lindy West. The show follows Annie 
who is trying to make it as a journalist, how- 
ever consistently bad boyfriends, a perfection- 
ist of a boss, sick parents—and the world in 
general deem her not good enough and blame 
it on her weight. 

Bryants performance is truly incredible. 
It's confident, it's funny, and it's powerful. The 
writing is great because it shows that your 
weight does not define you and no one is al- 
lowed to tell you otherwise. 


CASTLE ROCK 

Penned as a psychological horror anthol- 
ogy series, Castle Rock features characters, set- 
tings and plots based on Stephen King's stories 
and his fictional town of Castle Rock in Maine. 
There are only two seasons, it was cancelled 
in Nov. 2020. Any Stephen King fan will find 
delight in this series. While I'm not super famil- 
iar with a lot of King's work, I am familiar with 
Misery, which is the inspiration for season two. 
The second season is all about Annie Wilkes 
and serves sort of as an origin story — loosely. 

Other notable shows that Hulu has pro- 
duced include The Act, Little Fires Everywhere, 
Difficult People (highly recommend), The 
Great, and Love, Victor. Ё 
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TRAVEL | BY CARLA WALDEMAR 
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BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


As a travel writer, Гуе done some pretty 
daring (and mostly stupid) things to enliven 
a story, but—how’s this for bravery during a 
crisis? I slept in a local hotel and ate. In. Its. 
Restaurant. 

Sadly for bragging rights but happily for 
self-preservation, it turned out to be as safe 
from COVID as I’ve been since March, because 
the Rand Tower Hotel at 6th & Marquette is 
brand-new and thus still a bit under the radar, 
so no crowds. More important, it also boasts 
mobile check-ins and a special air-quality sys- 
tem, meaning that the air I inhaled there was 
far cleaner than that on the street (or my own 
apartment, for that matter). 

The Rand Tower represents a classy make- 
over of the 1929 Art Deco building which local 
aviator and World War I pilot Rufus Rand Jr. 
erected, incorporating graceful period touches, 
from statues and curving staircases to terrazzo 
floors incised with moon-and-stars silhouettes 
in keeping with his fly-the-skies theme. 

Guest rooms’ expansive windows frame 
downtown’s cityscape, while tones of gentle 
gray lend a calming vibe (unless you take ad- 
vantage of the in-room espresso machine to 
banish sloth). There’s a well-stocked gym and 
a fifth floor rooftop patio for wining and dining 
when (if?) spring arrives. 

I ambled down to the lobby’s lounge area 
of huge windows framing the passing parade, 
backed by soft jazz, and more tones of gray 
for dinner in the hotel’s signature restaurant, 
Whiskey & Soda—to eat my first meal in a 
long, long while which did not originate at 
Whole Foods or a delivery box. 

Lounging on the banquette’s oversize pil- 
lows, I eavesdropped on Adam and Steve’s 
mini-honeymoon chatter from a neighboring 
(but socially-distant) table while perusing the 


list of—of course—whiskeys. I’m a Bourbon 
fan, so I went straight for one of my faves, Ba- 
sil Hayden; then, as the evening progressed, a 
glass of another love, Buffalo Trace. If some- 
one else is buying, do try the Papp Van Winkle 
12 year ($27). I’m not so crazy about the slim 
choices of Irish, but the Scotch line-up fares 
better. 

Meanwhile, Adam and Steve were enjoying 
their martinis. 

The restaurant’s all-day menu is—wisely 
for now, anyway—a compact one. A generous 
and well-appointed board of cheeses and cured 
meats could make a meal, or vote for a classic 
shrimp cocktail or hardly-classic but yummy 
banh mi sandwich. From the salad list, I opted 
for the chevre number ($18), a modest toss of 
frisee with bits of crunchy sunchokes aside 
fanned pear slices in a Calvados dressing. 

Entrees ($22-35) leadoff with short ribs, 
followed by sea bass, roast chicken and a ri- 
sotto honoring winter’s root veggies. The sea 
bass proved perfect—its ivory flesh moist and 
sweet, accompanied by asparagus upon a bed 
of celery root puree, all livened by a light whis- 
key cream sauce. 

A quartet of desserts ($8-10) showcases 
fruit-filled crepes, seasonal berries and a bed- 
time-y milk and cookies combo. My choice—a 
generic brownie sundae—was perfectly pleas- 
ant. 

Dine in your room if you prefer—especially 
for breakfast. I indulged in a decadently rich 
Benedict, lush with smoked salmon and eggs 
robed in tomato hollandaise ($21). Or choose 
that salmon atop a bagel ($18); omelets; or that 
beguiling banh mi sandwich—and more. 

To plan a staycation of your own, visit www. 
RandTowerHotel.com or 612-688-4500 and get 
ready to relax. li 
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Early Spring 2021 
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'The arts are having a tough time of it in the pandemic, but 
there are still plenty of fun things to do in the Twin Cities and 
online. Whether you're looking for a socially distanced in-person 
experience or something that you can engage with from the 
safety of your own home, Lavender has you covered for Arts and 
Culture to-dos for the next couple of months! 


BY HOLLY PETERSON 
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Dan Savage's HUMP! 
Film Festival 
Now - March 6 

Now in its 15th year, Dan Savage's HUMP! 
Film Festival, which is full of amateur X-rated 
content, is an online streaming event this year. 
Every film is less than five minutes long and 
content ranges from the funny to the sexy to 
the kinky and more. HUMP! prides itself on its 
diversity; celebrating bodies of every shape, 
color, size, orientation, and gender. Expect the 
unexpected in the fun line up of short films cu- 


rated by Dan Savage. 
More information can be found at humpfilm- 
fest.com 


Zealous Hellions 
(Mixed Blood Theatre) 
February, 18, 2021 at 7:00 PM 

Mixed Blood Theatre hosts Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival Artistic Director Nataki 
Garrett in its newest virtual ZEALOUS HEL- 
LIONS event. Garrett will discuss the state of 
the American theater, race and the American 
theater, the future of the American theater, 
and the damages of systemic racism and white 
supremacy. Zealous Hellions is a recurring 
monthly project of Mixed Blood Theatre to 
provide the community with real-time conver- 
sations between artists, cultural provocateurs, 
politicians and thought-leaders in an intimate 
setting. 
More information can be found at mixedblood. 
com 


Mixtape IV: Now Streaming 
(The Cowles Center) 
Feb. 26 and 27 at 7:30 PM 

For the fourth year running, THE MIX- 
TAPE Collective has created a vibrant cel- 
ebration of Street dance and music in the 
Twin Cities. THE MIXTAPE Collective brings 
together artists of all kinds: dancers, compos- 
ers, videographers, choreographers and more. 
This online event is a must for anyone ready to 
celebrate the music and dance that makes the 


Twin Cities so unique. 
More information can be found at www.the- 
cowlescenter.org 


Art is a Verb (MN Opera) 
February 27, 2021 at 6:30 PM 

The MN Opera is hosting a virtual benefit 
celebrating art’s ability to change the world. 
This highly personal piece explores how each 
performer was drawn to opera, responds to the 
murder of George Floyd, and imagines what 
the future of opera might look like. Crafted out 
of conversations between vocalists, this one of 
a kind event promises to be as powerful as it 
is pertinent. 
More information can be found at mnopera. 
givesmart.com 


Continued on page 20 


Looking for a way to save? 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. 


Dawn Bartell Agency 


American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries i 
AMERICAN FAMILY A American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 4020 Minnehaha Ave, Ste. 1010, 
Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 Minnea polis, MN 
| INSURANCE f} тїп American Family Insurance Company 
American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio dbartell @amfam «сот 
All your protection under one roof * Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 
www.amfam.com © 2008 612.333.5554 


CREATE YOUR 
UNIQUE 
WEDDING 
RING STYLE 


Hundreds of unique designs customized to tell your story 


(е Handcrafted in Minnesota with unique materials, 
(С) including authentic meteorite. Schedule a free 


ЖЕУ online video consultation today to start 

designing your dream rings! 

Johaàn _ 
ЖЕМЕ ТЫС НЕЕ ЮЕ www.jewelrybyjohan.com 
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Mixed-Media Collages 
& Combine Sculptures 
(Franconia Sculpture Park) 
Feb. 27 at 1:00 PM 

Led by Preston Drum, this class invites stu- 
dents to bring their own materials to this class 
in order to create an experimental multi-media 
sculpture that they can take home. All partici- 
pants must wear masks and socially-distance 
for the duration of the class. Franconia Com- 
mons has excellent ventilation and will uphold 
the strictest health standards for the safety of 
our artists and students. 
More information and other class offerings can 
be found at franconia.org 


Chad Daniels 
(ACME Comedy Co.) 
March 4-6, 2021, various times 

Chad Daniels is a Minnesotan through and 
through. Born in Fergus Falls, he has found 
success as a standup comic, releasing five 
albums and appearing on several late-night 
television shows. Fair warning, ACME is not 
allowing ticket sales at the door during the pan- 
demic to ensure that every show complies with 


the 2596 capacity rule and masks are required 
while moving about the venue. 

More information can be found at acmecom- 
edycompany.com 


HYBRID 
(The Cowles Center) 
Streaming March 5-7, 2021 

Whether you choose to catch the live 
stream at 7:30 PM on opening night or watch 
the recording later, you are sure to be swept up 
in this stunning performance. Local dance com- 
panies Hatch Dance and STRONGmovement 
join each other on stage for a performance that 
fuses the choreography of two distinct dance 
companies. Those who attend the opening 
night live stream are also able to participate in 


alive Q&A with the artists afterwards. 
More information can be found at thecowles- 
center.org 


Sing it Forward: Ruby Jubilee 
(Twin Cities Gay Men's 
Chorus) 
March 6, 2021 at 7:00 PM 

The Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus is bring- 
ing their 40th anniversary celebration online 


this year. You won't want to miss out on this 
Wizard of Oz themed fundraiser, billed as be- 
ing “more fun than a pack of flying monkeys". 
With a program packed with singing, storytell- 
ing, and a silent auction, the Ruby Jubilee is 
sure to deliver on that promise. 

More information can be found at tcgmc.org/ 


Script Club 
(Mixed Blood Theatre) 
March 10, 2021 at 7:00 PM 

Join a group of theater lovers as they con- 
nect over theatrical works in a new way. Rather 
than watching a live performance, instead take 
the opportunity to delve deeply into a piece of 
theater by discussing the script, led by a facili- 
tator. Next up is the Pulitzer Prize winning play 
Cost of Living by Martyna Majok. Regan Linton 
will lead the discussion of the play, which cen- 
ters around the relationship of a truck driver 
and his paralyzed ex-wife and a young man with 


cerebral palsy and his caregiver. 
More information can be found by emailing 
catherine@mixedblood.com 


Chanhassen Dinner Theater 
Concert Series 
Various Dates 

The Chanhassen Dinner Theater is cur- 
rently open for live performances in a limited 
capacity. The theater is following the January 
6 guidelines, which means that social distanc- 
ing and COVID precautions are being followed 
carefully. Chanhassen Dinner Theater is offer- 
ing some concerts virtually as well, so you can 
enjoy many of these performances from the 
comfort and safety of your own home. There 
are several upcoming concerts to choose from. 
Some of our favorites include: 

Feb. 28 “A Night of Wonder” The Music of 
Stevie Wonder 

March 5-6 “Wild Angels” The Women of 
Rock, Pop & Country (featuring music from 
Stevie Nicks, Adele, The Chicks, Shania Twain, 
and more) 

March 7 “From the King, For the King” The 
Gospel According to Elvis 

March 10-11 “3 Stars Born” (featuring 


songs from all three A Star is Born films) 
More information can be found at www. 


chanhassendt.com/concertseries Il 
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One Treatment Center G UG ra n te e. 
Does Not Fit All 


Exclusively Serving the LGBTQ+ Community 
Located in the Minneapolis Metro area of Minnesota, we specialize in: 
* Drug & Alcohol Abuse 
+ Specializing in Crystal Meth and Sexual Compulsivity 
+ Residential & Intensive Outpatient Programs 
• Exclusively providing the LGBT community a comfortable safe 


alternative to traditional treatment programs for 30 years. C о М C R ET E WO R K S 


The Pride Institute accepts insurances from: 


• Blue Cross Blue Shield * United e United 
• Health Parters * Aetna e UBH/Medica 


* Preferred One • Cigna * MN Medicaid 


Brighten your future - contact us today. h, 6] 2-8 61 -42 4 3 


www.pride-institute.com P 7 

952.934.7554/ 800.547.7433 HageConcre te.com 
Please visit | 
jobs.uhsinc.com/pride-institute/jobs for all open positions 


THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 
> | = 


Michael Ness - Ray Mohr - 


Mike Cassidy - Partner xa "m 
Sr. Income Tax Specialist Sr. Income Tax Specialist 


- Individual & business 
tax preparation 


- Estate & trust tax 
preparation 


+ Tax planning 
- Business accounting 
Brad Nordgren - services, including payroll August Pagel - 
Income Tax Specialist Income Tax Specialist 


4500 Park Glen Rd., 


Ste. 100. St. Louis Park 4330 Nicollect Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 
Кк ж ТЕ 612-822-7177 612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 MN LIC 48378021 
RORTax.com www.houseliftinc.com 
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ART IN THE CITY: 


Galleries Reopen in 
Minneapolis 


Minneapolis is home to several world-class art galleries. For 
months, the exhibitions have stood static—peripheral victims to 
a virus they cannot contract. Galleries throughout the city have 

started to reopen for guests and tours. Here's our shortlist of 


what's open and what's showing. 


BY RYAN PATCHIN 


Walker Art Center 


725 Vineland РІ., Minneapolis 
Mon-Wed - Closed 

Thurs - 11am-9pm 

Fri-Sat - 11am-6pm 

Sun - 11am-5pm 

walkerart.org 


I paid a visit to the Walker in mid-Febru- 
ary, my first gallery visit in nearly a year. The 
gallery's familiar interior and warm lighting 
brought me right back—like an old friend, we 
picked up where we left off. 

'The Walker is showing a diverse selection 
of exhibits presently. The gallery is ready to 
impress; there's something for everyone as 


you wind your way up and across the museum. 
Futuristic art juxtaposed with antique relics of 
the old world, pop art, experimental film—and 
all of the colours. 


HIGHILGHTS: 
Designs for Different Futures 

A major exhibition organized by the Walker 
Art Center, Philadelphia Museum of Art, and 
the Art Institute of Chicago—the exhibit high- 
lights the role of designers in shaping how we 
think about possible futures. 

“The exhibition is divided into 11 thematic 


sections—Labors, Cities, Intimacies, Bodies, 
Powers, Earths, Foods, Materials, Generations, 
Informations, and Resources—and features 
an international array of designers from all 
fields. Among the many forward-looking proj- 
ects on view, visitors will encounter lab-grown 
food, textiles made of seaweed, a typeface that 
thwarts algorithmic surveillance, a series of 
books that will only be available 100 years from 
now, an affordable gene-editing toolbox, a shoe 
grown from sweat, a couture dress made with 
a 3D printer, and a system that learns from our 
sewers," according to the Walker. 
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Five Ways in: 
Themes from the Collection 

“With more than 100 works—painting, 
sculpture, drawing, photography, and video 
installations—the exhibition Five Ways In: 
Themes from the Collection invites us to be- 
come reacquainted with favorites from the 
collection and discover new pieces by artists 
who are reinventing genres we thought we 
knew.” 


Minneapolis 
Institute of Art 


2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis 
Mon-Wed - Closed 

Thurs-Sun - 10am-5pm 

visit artsmia.org 


MIA recently reopened and implemented 
“firm new protocols to keep visitors, staff, and 
the collection safe." As always, general admis- 
sion is free, but you'll need to make advanced 
reservations to visit. 


MUST SEE: 

In the Presence of Our Ancestors: 
Southern Perspectives in African 
American Art 

"In the Presence of Our Ancestors: South- 
ern Perspectives in African American Art" 
brings together methods of visual storytelling 
and ancestral memory through the individual 
practices of artists from the *Black Belt" region 
of the American South—a term that refers to 
the region's black soil, as well as the legacies 
of African Americans who shaped its social and 


EST UNS 
ШЇ, 
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agrarian culture. Spanning from Louisiana to 
Florida, and the mid-20th century to the pres- 
ent, the artists highlighted in this exhibition 
document rural life and traditions of metal- 
work, funerary and yard art, and quilt mak- 
ing. Here, we witness an evolution of regional 
artistic practice, as raw materials and found 
objects related to time, place, and accessibility 
take center stage", according to the gallery's 
website. 
Intimate Space: A Noblewoman's 
Bedroom in Late Imperial China 
"In the male-dominated society of impe- 
rial China, most women were physically re- 
stricted to domestic spaces. The center of a 
woman's life was the bedroom, where she 
would sit alone or with others, working or 
pursuing leisurely activities. The furniture 
and artwork featured in this exhibition, all 
drawn from MIA's outstanding collection 
of Chinese art, would have been found in a 
typical imperial Chinese woman's bedroom. 
'These objects reflected a woman's educated 
and well-read social status, while also indi- 
cating her subordinate position as a woman 
in a man's world." 


Rogue Buddha 
Gallery 


357 13th Ave NE, Minneapolis 


roguebuddha.com 

This award winning contemporary art 
gallery anchored in the heart of the North- 
east Arts District was founded in 1999. Their 
website gives an eloquent explanation to the 
art that Rogue Buddha displays. 

“Presenting thoughtful and memorable 
exhibitions in a unique and welcoming envi- 
ronment, the Rogue Buddha Gallery is pas- 


ІШІ: 


sionate about presenting art that both challeng- 
es and inspires while broadening the discourse 
of what arts function is and can be in everyday 
life. It is our belief that art plays a vital role in 
daily life and that its function has the potential 
to transcend far beyond decoration and intel- 
lectualism." 

If you're still apprehensive about visiting a 
gallery in-person, Rogue Buddha has put spe- 
cial attention into their online presence, with 
their online gallery *open 24 hours a day." 

The Minneapolis art scene offers a rich 
escape from winter—and a safe, culturally ex- 
plorative experience where you can lose your 
troubles for a couple of hours at a time. ll 
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BLACK-OWNED 


RESTAURANTS 


In The Twin Cities 


BY HOLLY PETERSON 


This month, Lavender thought it would be 
fun to highlight five of its all-time favorite 
Twin Cities Black-owned restaurants. Trust 
us, if there is any restaurant on this list that 
you have not yet been to, you are in fora 
treat. Strap in, because we have something 
for everyone, whether you are craving 
something healthy, something greasy, 
something soul-foody, something with a side 
of coffee, or even some Jamaican fare. 
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The Dripping Root 

First on our list is a future favorite. The Dripping Root is set to be the 
coolest juice bar the Twin Cities has to offer. Conveniently located on 
Minnehaha Avenue in the Howe neighborhood, this cute, healthy spot is 
currently planning to open in May. The menu will include cold pressed 
juice, chia seed pudding, kombucha on tap — and some of the most beauti- 
ful smoothie bowls I have ever seen. 

Pierson says that in creating The Dripping Root she is hoping to “break 
the lines between health, wellness & culture. To create a place of togeth- 
erness, of nonjudgment, of creativity, of wellness, [and] of happiness." 
She is well on her way to achieving that goal. Make sure you follow The 
Dripping Root on Facebook or Instagram for the official opening date! 


Margherita Pizza from Tommie's. 
Photo by Holly Peterson 


Tommie’s Pizza 

Tommie’s Pizza is a hidden St. Paul gem. 
Located on Selby Ave in the Union Park neigh- 
borhood, this is the NY style pizza place you 
have been wishing you could find in the Twin 
Cities. The plain cheese pizza is perfect, the 
Buffalo Chicken is the only chicken pizza I 
have ever personally enjoyed, and The Very 
Veggie is everything you want in a veggie piz- 
Za. There is even a pizza (The Selby) that suc- 
cessfully incorporates sauerkraut into its top- 
pings, which I think we can all agree is a feat. 

Swing by for a slice or pick up a pizza with 
a side of wings (the Selby sauce is a must), but 
whatever you do, make sure that Tommie's 
Pizza is at the top of your list for your next 
pizza night. 


Golden Thyme Coffee 
and Cafe 


Another St. Paul favorite is Golden Thyme 
Coffee and Cafe. This little treasure, also locat- 
ed on Selby Ave, is in the Summit Hill neigh- 
borhood. This joint's robust breakfast menu 
and tasty coffees has made Golden Thyme one 
of my go-to coffee shops for close to a decade. 
Enjoy the never-ending jazz playlist over break- 
fast staples like grits, omelets, and loaded hash 
browns. Sip on an espresso drink given a nom 
de plume in honor of iconic jazz musicians like 
Billie Holiday, Benny Goodman, Cab Calloway, 
and Duke Ellington. Golden Thyme changed 
locations just before COVID hit. If you haven't 
seen it yet, you are sure to love the new decor; 
from the drum chandelier to the ceramics dis- 
play, it's a trendy, cozy spot. 

Golden Thyme is one of St. Paul's finest — 
we are confident that you will love it as much 
as we do. 


Golden Thyme's Dirty Grits. Photo by Holly Peterson 


Serving the community 
for over 25 years. 


612-802-2527 
malindalaunert.com 


* COLDWELL 
BANKER т 


WOOD FIRE PIZZA 


96 BROADWAY ST. NE 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55413 


(612) 379-3028 
WWW.ELEMENTPIZZA.COM 


Bring this ad in and receive 1096 off your order. 


Continued on page 26 
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Licensed & Certified 
Insurance Broker 

in Life, Health for 
all ages, Accident, 
Travel & Medicare 
Harvey S. Perle * Licensed Agent 
(651) 303-8889 
harveyGperleandcompany.com 
www.perlesofwisdom.com 


U.S. government 


an advertisement. 
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Wendy's House of SOUL 

Wendy's House of SOUL has some of the 
best soul food in the Twin Cities. She slays all 
the classics: greens, mac and cheese, yams, 
corn bread, chicken and waffles. Every single 
soul food standard is cooked, baked, and boiled 
to perfection. However, if you've never been to 
Wendy's House of SOUL before, you have to 
start with the SoulRoll, which is exactly what 
it sounds like: an eggroll filled with soul food. 

Every SoulRoll has a perfect, crunchy ex- 
terior wrapped around one innovative flavor 
combination after another. There are fifteen 
SoulRolls to choose from, ranging from the Jive 
'Turkey to the Marrmemac (there are three dif- 
ferent kinds of mac and cheese scooped into 
that beauty) to the Nanny (greens, fried chick- 
en, and mac and cheese). And if fifteen choices 
isn't enough for you, you can even build your 
own. 

Wendy's House of SOUL has a lighter menu 
if that is more your style (the Lemon Pepper 
Chicken salad is a favorite of mine), but at this 
stage of winter, aren't we all trying to carb up 
for warmth? Next time you find yourself in 
Near North, treat yourself to something deep 
fried at Wendy's House of SOUL. You will be 
glad you did. 


Holly Peterson 
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Pimento Jamaican Kitchen. Pimento's One Love Special - a combination of fire-grilled jerk chicken, slow-roasted 
jerk pork or curry veggies. Add a meat-filled patty and explore Pimento's thorough list of bottled sodas. Photo by 


Wendy's House of SOUL. Pictured are the Nanny and Pepper Me Bad SoulRolls, the SOULcumber Salad, a Peach 
Cobbler Pocket, Mac and Cheese, and SOULtots. Photo by Holly Peterson 


Pimento Jamaican Kitchen 

Pimento Jamaican Kitchen offers the best 
casual, Jamaican dining you will find in the 
Twin Cities. Located on Nicollet Avenue in the 
Whittier neighborhood, this restaurant fea- 
tures one knock out menu item after another. 
From creamy Curry Veggies to the One Love 
Special (a combo platter of jerk chicken and 
pork on a bed of rice and beans), everything 
on this menu is sure to delight. I am personally 
a huge sucker for the spicy, meat-filled patties 
and always kick myself for not ordering an ex- 
tra side of plantains, which Pimento Jamaican 
Kitchen slathers in a mouth-watering vanilla 
glaze. 

Pimento Jamaican Kitchen also has a fun 
selection of Jamaican sodas that are well worth 
ordering. My most recent soda was a pineapple 
ginger blend that was sweet and tangy and 
complemented my lunch perfectly. Next time 
the Minnesota cold starts to feel like it's a little 
too much, bring a little sunshine into your life 
with a hearty meal from Pimento Jamaican 
Kitchen. 

So that's our list! Obviously we've barely 
scratched the surface of quality Black-owned 
restaurants here. Which of your favorites did 
we miss? Have you tried everything that made 
our list? E 


Do you know an individual Tenet Or company that 
has done great work on behalf of the LGBIQ community? 


gne of these categories for a 
Lavender Community Pride Award: 


Nominations | * LGBTQ 
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april 9, 202 A > Small Business 
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Honorees will be 
profiled in Lavender's 
June 17, 2021 issue 


| submit nominations at 
LavenderMagazine.com/communityawards 


Let Lavender recognize their efforts by nominating them 


OUR LIVES 


SENIOR LIVING | BY KASSIDY TARALA 


What’s The Big IDEA? 


A University of Washington study offers the first federally funded research study examining 
ways to improve the health and quality of life for LGBTQ- seniors with memory loss. 


Aging with Pride: IDEA (Innovations in 
Dementia Empowerment and Action), a study 
by the University of Washington, is taking a 
new approach to older adults and their health 
care needs—and participants never even need 
to leave their homes. The research study tests 
a tailored approach to improve physical func- 
tion and independence, addressing the unique 
needs of LGBTQ- seniors who frequently ex- 
perience stigma, isolation, and negative inter- 
actions with health care providers. 

'The study is supported by a five-year grant 
from the National Institutes of Health and the 
National Institute on Aging. The principal in- 
vestigators are Karen Fredriksen Goldsen, 
PhD from the University of Washington School 
of Social Work, and Linda Teri, PhD from the 
University of Washington School of Nursing. 
'The study is open nationwide. Amy Cunning- 
ham, MS, Research Coordinator for the study, 
answered some questions about why this study 
is so important. 

"Alzheimer's disease and other dementias 
affect up to 5.7 million Americans, yet we are 
only beginning to understand their impact in 
underserved communities," says Amy Cun- 
ningham, MS, Research Coordinator for the 
study. "The study documents that nearly 40 
percent of LGBTQ+ older adult participants 
reported moderate cognitive challenges, which 
were associated with their experiences of 
marginalization and social isolation. LGBTQ+ 
adults with memory loss and other cognitive 
challenges face significant barriers to health- 
care access and a lack of culturally competent 
care." 

NHAS found that 10 percent of LGBTQ+ 
older adult respondents reported severe or ex- 
treme cognitive challenges. Given their lifetime 
experiences of victimization, discrimination, 
and bias, Cunningham says, many LGBTQ+ se- 
niors forgo seeking needed medical care. 

"Fifteen percent of LGBTQ older adults re- 
port fear of accessing health care outside the 
LGBTQ community, and 13 percent—includ- 
ing more than a third of transgender respon- 
dents—report having been denied health care 
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or were provided inferior health care due to 
being perceived as a sexual or gender minor- 
ity,” Cunningham says. "Thus, many cases of 
memory loss, including Alzheimer's disease 
and other dementias, are likely undiagnosed 
and untreated in these communities." 

Cunningham says the purpose of IDEA is 
to focus on problem solving, skill building, and 
low-impact exercise. The findings of IDEA are 
designed to help LGBTQ+ people living with 
dementia and to set the groundwork for other 
culturally-tailored interventions and policies 
designed to support LGBTQ+ people in our in- 
creasingly culturally diverse and growing older 
adult population, she says. 

"Research studies answer important ques- 
tions. The IDEA study seeks to improve the 
health of individuals in the LGBTQ+ commu- 
nity. Individuals can increase their social sup- 
port and community engagement through par- 
ticipating in studies," Cunningham says. "This 
can result in less mental distress and improved 
quality of life for both the person with memory 
loss and their care partner." 

A person with memory loss and their 
care partner participate in the study as a pair, 
Cunningham says. The care partner can be a 
spouse, partner, friend, adult child, or anyone 
who assists the person with memory loss. At 


ACADEMICS ~ 


© 
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least one of them must be LGBTQ+, and the 
person with memory loss must be fifty years or 
older. The pair do not need to live together but 
they must live in the United States. 

Participation in the IDEA study is free, and 
every pair of participants is compensated $25 
for each phone assessment completed, with 
five total assessments over a thirteen-month 
period. Once all assessments are done, the pair 
receives $125 total. 

“The participant with memory loss and their 
care partner join an individualized nine-session 
coaching program. All sessions are done virtu- 
ally using easy video chatting. Trained coaches 
teach the pair a set of behavioral strategies, 
including problem-solving skills, which iden- 
tify consistent areas of tension while brain- 
storming ideas and approaches to improve 
behavioral challenges,” Cunningham explains. 
“Coaches strategize with the pair to address 
communication challenges related to memory 
loss. Coaches also teach a low-impact exercise 
program including stretching, flexibility, bal- 
ance, and endurance to strengthen the body, 
reduce injury, and improve mood.” 

For more information about Aging with 
Pride: IDEA, visit ageidea.org, email agel- 
DEA@uw.edu, or call 1-888-655-6646. ll 


LAVENDER LINK 


SIGN UP FOR LAVENDER'S 
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER! 


SIMPLY VISIT THIS LINK 
LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/LAVENDERLINK 


ENTER YOUR EMAIL 
ADDRESS ALONG WITH 
YOUR NAME. 


CONFIRM YOUR SUBSCRIPTION. 
CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR A 
© CONFIRMATION EMAIL AND LINK. 


LAVENDER LINK IS A WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

WITH LINKS TO EXCLUSIVE STORIES ON 
LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM, CONTESTS, 

LAVENDER EVENTS, AND MUCH MORE! _LAVENDERLINK 


Aging does not 
need to get in 
the way of living 
my best life: 


4 


КУ 


Aging іп place 

services specializing in 
serving the HIV and LGBTQ+ 
communities 


To learn more, visit | 


Funding through 
waivered services or 
a private pay option 


HOPE HOUSE 
of St. Croix Valley 
Serving the 7 County Metro 


washburn-mcreavy.com 


Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services 


For a FREE planning guide 
please call 612.377.7841 


Care as 
Unique as 
— Your Needs . 


ASSISTED LIVING | LONG TERM CARE 
TRANSITIONAL CARE/REHABILITATION 
MEMORY CARE 


a EN ENSEM PENECTUS E DOO 
Call today to schedule a tour! 612.920 


JONES-HARRISON 


SENIOR /ING 


3700 Cedar Lake Ave., Minneapolis, MN 55416 
jones-harrison.org 


Staff proudly trained through JUSTUS rca. 
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AFFAIRS 


CAUSES | BY RYAN PATCHIN 


MINNESOTA BLAC 
HISTORY, PART | 


Tracing back: Modern consequences of antiquated enactments 


The latest Census Bureau data shows that 
of Minnesota’s 5.6 million residents, about 
400,000 or 7 percent are Black or African Amer- 
ican. The Black population in Minnesota has 
been historically small. Population data from 
1890 shows a total of 1,310,283 Minnesotans, 
with 3,683—only 0.3 percent of them identify- 
ing as Black or African American. 

To give context to those numbers: Missis- 
sippi is about 39 percent Black, and Montana 
has the lowest black population, hovering 
around 1 percent. The Census data puts the 
national Black or African American population 
at 13.4 percent. 

Federal Reserve data is where we uncover 
a darker side; there’s a decided wealth gap 
between non-Hispanic white households and 
Black households in America—and Minnesota 
is no exception. In 2016, the median wealth of 
non-Hispanic white households was $171,000, 
while Black households brought in $17,000— 
ten times less. Said wealth gap had widened 
considerably since The Great Recession of 
2007. 

Homeownership numbers are stagger- 
ing. The American Community Survey, 
using data collected between 2013-2017, 
showed only 24 percent of Black families 
owned their homes, compared to 76 percent 
for white families. 

According to Kirsten Delegard, public 
historian and director of Mapping Prejudice, 
“Owning the land is what gives people stabil- 
ity in their lives, to build community and to 
build wealth." Mapping Prejudice has already 
uncovered more than 30,000 so-called racial 
covenants in deeds in Hennepin County. Writ- 
ten into housing deeds between 1910-1950, the 
covenants barred blacks from buying in white 
designated neighborhoods. The covenants 
have proven difficult to unwind. 


Retired Judge Pamela Alexander. Photo by Evan Frost /MPR News 


Continued on page 34 
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Nominate yourself or someone 
else now through March 31, 2021, 


and tell us why that person ions aide 

А МАСА B ve 
should be this year’s cover model с И A | 
for Lavender's 2274 Annual m 


|. BETH ІМЕЛА 


Pride Edition. 


Celebrity 


Cruises 


• Cover model for Lavender's 22nd 
Annual Pride Edition 


* Article about cover model featured 
in Lavender's 22nd Annual Pride Edition 


* $500 worth of gift cards to community 
restaurants and retail businesses 


жыштын 
Meme. | omm 
| m 


ed | урнат. 


Visit LavenderMagazine.com/pridecover to nominate someone. 


Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTO-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Community 
Connection, call 612-436- 

4698 or email advertising 9 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 


MN ADOPT 


Finding families and providing information, 


education, and support to Minnesota 


Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 


2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 
St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 
www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 


Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


COLLEGES, SCHOOLS, 
UNIVERSITIES 


Metropolitan State University 

The Twin Cities only public, urban 
comprehensive university. Take your next 
step with us! 

700 E. 7th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 793-1300 

www.metrostate.edu 


DISABILITY RESOURCES 

Disability Hub MN 

Free statewide resource to help solve 
problems, navigate the system and plan 
for your future. 

1-866-333-2466 

www.disabilityhubmn.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 


www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 


www.dliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

We're a sliding fee clinic that also 
accepts insurance & assistance programs. 
Be healthy. Be you! 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651) 645-0478 


www.familytreeclinic.org 


JustUs Health 

LGBTQ-friendly counseling and referral; 
HIV prevention and support; public 
education, research and advocacy. 
#HelpHelps 

2577 Territorial Road W. 

Saint Paul, MN 55114 

(800) 243-7321 Minnesota AIDSLine 
(612) 341-2060 General info 


www JustUsHealth.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 


www.namihelps.org 


Pride Institute 

Provides residential and outpatient 
treatment services for substance use 
disorder and addition exclusively to the 
LGBTQ+ community. 

14400 Martin Dr. Eden Prairie, Minnesota 
55344 

2101 Hennepin Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 
55405 

(888) 616-5031 


www.pride-institute.com 
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Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

reddoor@hennepin.us 
http://reddoorclinic.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 
run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 


Minneapolis Institute of Art 

Enjoy masterpieces from all over the 
world & every period of human history. 
2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-3000 

www.artsmia.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is a catalyst for the 
creation, performance, education, and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.thecowlescenter.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, 
One Church. Find us on Facebook and 
Twitter. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 
An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual 
orientations, gender expressions and 
identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 


www.westminstermpls.org 


SENIOR SERVICES 


Senior Community Services 
Provides caregiver support, resource 
counseling for seniors, home chores for 
seniors, and Medicare support. 

10201 Wayzata Blvd., #335 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 

(952) 541-1019 
www.seniorcommunity.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

Children’s Home & LSS 

Proudly serving ALL children and families 
through foster care, adoption & post- 
adoption services. 

1605 Eustis St. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 646-7771 

welcome@chlss.org 
http://www.chlss.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


Minnesota State Parks & Trails 

There are 75 Minnesota state parks and 
recreation areas ready for you to explore! 
(888) 646-6367 


www.mndnr.gov/parks 


Stonewall Sports - Minneapolis 
LGBTQ+ community-based sports 
organization with new dodgeball, kickball 
and tennis seasons starting throughout 
the year. Visit our website to subscribe 
and receive season registration updates. 
www.stonewallminneapolis.org 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive 
impact on our greater community. 
Volunteering for social & environmental 
causes. 

(562) 684-8210 


www.gayforgood.org 


YOUTH 


Face to Face 

Supports youth ages 11 to 24 with health 
care, mental health services, and basic 
needs services for youth experiencing 
homelessness. 

1165 Arcade St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 772-5555 

admin@face2face.org 
http://www.face2face.org 


THE NETWORK 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


HOME SERVICES 


LANDSCAPE DESIGN 


Family Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


Estimates 7am-5pm • All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


Roering Auto Body - Woman Owned 
90 Dale St N., St Paul 55102 
651-221-0919 
www.roeringautobody.com 
Schedule today to get ready for spring cruising 


GUN SHOPS 


БЕ... YOUR TARGET? = 


Sight-in Package 


WE CAN FIX THAT! 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


wpe” 


Take PRIDE in your teeth. 


e 
) { Л d ORTHODONTICS 
Geoff Sudit DDS, MS 


Serving you for over 100 years! ==SINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


Mill C ity 
RESTORATION 
» Career Painters 


» Clean Freaks 
» Insured 


Martin O'Connor 
612.501.2676 | martin@millcityrestoration.com 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 61 2-706-821 о 


Gardening Angel 
Garden Design 


Design - Istall - Maintain 
Residential & Commercial 


Margi MacMurdo 
612.206.7089 


HOME SERVICES 


After a Century of Service - 


We Know Our Business 


612-354-4764 
www.McQuillanBros.com 


763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 
www.davinabaldwin.com 


Davina M. Baldwin 


REAL ESTATE 
„а Содда 


REALTY 
I. 


nwalker@cbrealty. com | 
612. 827. 9537 | 


ewe 


* 612.387.3985 


€ CurtLarsonPS@gmail.com 
* CurtLarsonHomes.com 
© CalBRE #01974318 


BERKSHIRE | California 
HATHAWAY | Properties 
HomeServices 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 
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OUR VOICES 


JAMEZ SITINGS | BY JAMEZ L. SMITH 


GRIEVING 
IS WEIRD 


(UPON THE DEATH OF 
ANNAIS MELSON) 


CAUSES BY RYAN РАТСНІМ 


Attorney General Keith Ellison 


Alana Semuels’ Time magazine article 
points to “long-term consequences of segrega- 
tion, which has contributed to denying Black 
Americans the jobs, salaries and other oppor- 
tunities that are key to upward mobility.” My- 
ron Orfield, a law professor at the Institute on 
Metropolitan Opportunity at the University of 
Minnesota says, “If you live in a segregated 
neighborhood, every single bad thing in the 
world happens to you: you don’t get a loan for 
housing, and the schools lead to jail.” Orfield 
has documented the re-segregation of the Twin 
Cities, and notes, “If you go to an integrated 
neighborhood, none of these things happen.” 

The Twin Cities deserted a plan drafted in 
the 1970s that required suburbs to provide a 
“fair share” of affordable housing, according 
to Orfield. between 1971 and 1979, 73 percent 
of all new, subsidized housing was construct- 
ed in the suburbs. Between 2002 and 2011, 
92 percent of all subsidized, very low-income 
housing was built in central Minneapolis and 
St. Paul. Residents’ pushback, based on social- 
engineering fears, moved lower-income fami- 
lies to Minneapolis and St. Paul—and out of 
the suburbs. 

“Black Americans trying to build wealth 
through the most traditionally American 
means — homeownership — have long faced 
obstacles,” according to Semuels. “The Federal 
Housing Administration for decades refused 
to guarantee mortgages in and near Black 
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Andrea Jenkins, Ward 8 


neighborhoods, forcing Black Americans into 
‘contract-for-deed’ arrangements in which they 
were essentially renting, even though they 
were paying for improvements in their homes.” 

It’s been a long, convoluted road for Black 
people in Minnesota—and America alike. It 
may be generations before the wealth gap is 
eradicated. COVID-19 and growing social- 
political unrest dealt dueling blows to families 
around the nation, creating a vacuum in resi- 
dential reinforcements. Prior to the onset of re- 
cent events, there was a noticeable, undeniably 
positive trajectory. 

In 2018, St. Paul elected Melvin Carter, 
their first black mayor. The same year, Leslie 
Redmond became the youngest president of 
the Minneapolis branch of the NAACP. 2018 
also saw the retirement of Hennepin County 
Judge Pamela Alexander, the first Black female 
judge in Minnesota. Judge Pamela Alexander 
had served since she was initially appointed to 
the Hennepin County Municipal Court in 1983. 
In 2019, Keith Ellison became the 30th Attor- 
ney General of Minnesota. 

Andrea Jenkins is an openly transgender 
Black woman who currently sits on Minne- 
apolis’ City Council. In an interview with MPR 
News, Jenkins said, “My vision for the future 
of black Minnesotans is a vision of wealth cre- 
ation, of parity in educational pursuits.” She 
continued, “My vision for Black Minnesota is 
to be on par with all of Minnesota." ll 


Grieving is weird 

It hits you in waves 

The first wave is numbing 

it can last for seconds 

or days 

weeks 

years 

forever 

never know how long it'll last 


It's passage is always shocking 
Catches you unaware 
Leaving you in tears 

which is the next wave ... 


Tears 

Uncontrollable 

Inexplicable tears 

I don't understand their intensity 
their ferocity 

My body heaves 

Sighs 

come out as screams 


Mourning is like a flame 

that starts at your feet 

then reaches your heart 

and let’s itself out through your head. 


Then it passes 

leaving silence 

making way for the next waves 
of numbness 

of tears 

the waves of memories 
unfolding 

good times 

bad times 

that made up a lifetime lost 


And the tears come again 
this time with quiet feeling 
reflection 

sincere sense of loss 

You tell yourself 

“Life goes on”. 

and 

life goes on. 


Make sure your Business, 
Organization or Event is part of 
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To reserve ad space, Call 


612-456-4660 


or email 
info@lavendermagazine.com 


Available in print, online, iPad, 
and smartphone editions, 
and distributed at more than 
430 sites, including around all 
major Pride events. 
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The 2021 Subaru Outback features standard Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive with up to 33 MPG. 
With upgrades to safety, capability, comfort and technology, the Outback now offers the Subaru 
DriverFocus® Distraction Mitigation System for the first time ever. And it's still designed to be the 
longJasting and dependable adventure companion you love. 
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7801 LYNDALE AVENUE S. BLOOMINGTON, MN 55420 
www.bloomingtonsubaru.com | 763-392-9959 


